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Prelude Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Choir 
Selections performed by the IMSA Graduation Choir Emily Sites, Conductor 
Selections performed by the IMSA Graduation Band Mary Beth McCarthy, Conductor 
Processional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Band 
Pomp & Circumstance from Military Marches op. 39, no. 1 Edward Elgar 
(Please rise as the graduates enter and remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.) 
Pledge of Allegiance Kevin Zhang 
President, Student Council 
Welcome - Reflections on This Day Nathan Suek 
Vice President, Student Council 
Reflections on IMSA Summer Wu 
Member, Class of 2013 
Introduction of Commencement Speaker Sheila MB Griffin 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Commencement Address Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
President 
Presentation of the Class of 2013 Diana L. Sharp, Ph.D. 
Principal/Chief Academic Officer 
Acceptance of the Class of 2013 Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
President 
Presentation of Diplomas and Medallions Sheila MB Griffin 
Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
Presentation of Candidates Ayun Brown 
Member, Class of 2013 
Itzel Lopez 
Member, Class of 2013 
Recessional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Band 
GRADUATION MARSHALS 
Members, Class of 2014 
Isiah Butler Elijah Jimenez Shruthi Mothkur Joe Reda 
Dallas Eckman Jennifer Kwon Nahee Park Sai Talluru 
(Please remain in the Theatre until all graduates and staff have exited.) 
T h e W o r l d H a s T a k e n N o t i c e o f I M S A ' s A c h i e v e m e n t s 
This year, the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy (IMSA) continued to demonstrate leadership in STEM 
teaching, learning and talent development throughout Illinois and around the world. 
This graduating class and all of our students are distinguishing themselves in true IMSA fashion by displaying 
their wide array of talents here at home and globally. IMSA students were one of only eight teams in the world to 
receive an outstanding award at the High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM), placed first in 
combinatorics at the Harvard/MIT Math Tournament, won gold in the Romanian Master of Mathematics, and for 
the third year in a row captured the IHSA Scholastic Bowl State Championship. In addition, many students once 
again presented and published their impressive Student Inquiry and Research projects. 
IMSA sophomores took the OECD Test for Schools (based on the Programme for International Student 
Assessment or PISA) and their mean performance scores were more than 100 points higher each in reading, 
mathematics and science compared to U.S. students. IMSA students also outperformed a group of 12 other 
countries in reading, mathematics and science. 
IMSA's leadership in entrepreneurship at 1871 in Chicago, a large co-working space in the Merchandise Mart, is 
growing quickly. There IMSA TALENT students worked with digital start-ups, IMSA was tapped to host the 
Chicago visit by the Thiel Fellowship, and an IMSA alumnus spoke on "The Need for Irrational Entrepreneurship." 
In the workforce, IMSA alumni use their scientific minds to creatively solve global issues and advance the human 
condition. They are doctors leading breakthroughs in neurological disorders and cancer treatments. They are 
scientists at national laboratories and leaders in education at Harvard, MIT, the University of Illinois and other 
prestigious universities. They are technology experts at Google, Microsoft, and Facebook. They are business 
leaders and engineers at Motorola, the Boeing Company, Nissan, Shell Oil and McDonald's Corporation. They 
are entrepreneurs and co-founders of YouTube, PayPal, Netscape and Yelp. Earlier this year, an IMSA alumna 
from Englewood in Chicago was awarded the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship. 
In 2012-13, Professional Field Services (PFS) re-opened IMSA's Chicago Field Office in a new location and 
continued to build programming and community capacity in the Metro East and Rock Island Regions. Serving 
thousands of students, teachers and other educators in these and other locations throughout Illinois and online, 
PFS provides dozens of offerings advancing STEM education throughout Illinois and beyond. This year IMSA 
FUSION, a student enrichment and teacher professional development program, was recognized as an exemplary 
program by STEMworks! Change the Equation, a non-partisan, non-profit CEO led coalition of corporate leaders 
dedicated to mobilizing the business community to improve the quality of STEM learning in the U.S. 
IMSA's models of teaching and learning are recognized worldwide. Educators from countries including Australia, 
Brazil, China, France, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Netherlands, Philippines, Singapore, Hong Kong, Russia, 
Mexico, Germany, Taiwan and Thailand come here to study curriculum and instructional models. IMSA also 
shares materials and scholarship through our rapidly-growing online repository, Digital Commons@IMSA. 
This year, the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education doubled the number of gifts and doubled the total 
amount of gifts for the fall semester of the Annual Fund Campaign, secured first-time gifts from a number of 
grateful parents of IMSA alumni, received several five- and six-figure unrestricted gifts, was awarded grants from 
a number of corporations and foundations. 
Historical Fast Facts: 
• IMSA was named the winner of the prestigious Intel Schools of Distinction Star Innovator Award in 2009. 
• The Wall Street Journal named IMSA among the top 40 public and private college preparatory institutions in the world for placing 
graduates in the U.S. Ivy League and highly selective colleges and universities. 
• IMSA alumni receive numerous academic, research and leadership awards, including Fulbright, Marshall, National Science 
Foundation, Rhodes, Truman and Siebel Scholarships. 
• IMSA's Problem-Based Learning program received three consecutive Innovation Generation Grants from the Motorola Foundation. 
IMSA CLASS OF 2013 ACHIEVEMENTS 
The accomplishments of the Class of 2013 are too varied and numerous to list all individually. Below is a snapshot of this past year 
(as of May 8, 2013) which gives you a picture of the students' remarkable achievements. Many other students also received awards 
in statewide humanities, mathematics, science, athletic and performance venues. 
National Advanced Placement Scholars: Tejas Joshi, Carrie Sha, Jeffrey Zhao 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Distinction: Paul Bogdan, Zi-Ning Choo, Kevin Emancipator, Jennifer Huang, Tejas Joshi, 
Jenny Lee, Jingfei Li, Aalap Mehta, Saieesh Rao, Jennifer Ren, Carrie Sha, Arjun Tambe, Lee Tang, Ian Wilkinson, Jeffrey Zhao 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Honors: Soham Ali, Brian Chen, Gary Chen, Mary Do, Arjun Garg, Akram Khaja, 
Keith Kimberling, Joshua Lam, Christine Liu, Justin Sass, Richard Shen, Samuel Walder, Brent Wu, Summer Wu, Yifu Zhang 
American Invitational Mathematics Examination: 10 seniors qualified 
Group Achievements: 
High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM): 
National Outstanding Papers Award 
Zi-Ning Choo, Mary Do, Grace Li, Summer Wu 
Illinois High School Association (IHSA) State Solo Ensemble Contest: 
Soham Ali, 1st Place - Perfect Score, Violin Solo 
Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA) All-State Competition & Festival: 
Gina Jung, selected for membership in All-State Honors Band 
Jennifer Huang, selected for membership in All-State Honors Orchestra 
Illinois Future Business Leaders of America State Leadership Conference: 
1st Place, Management Information Systems - Bindi Patel, Monica Patel, Riva Trivedi 
1st Place, Network Design - Eun Ji Jeong, Viveka Patel 
1st Place, Personal Finance - Erma Mladenova 
2nd Place, Entrepreneurship - Jingfei Li, Jason Lin, Hyun Bin (David) Park 
2nd Place, Sports Management - Matthew Tennenhouse 
3rd Place, Banking & Financial Systems - Akash Kesari, Satya Yerrabolu 
3rd Place, Business Ethics - Akram Khaja, Brent Wu 
Mathematics Team: 3rd in State - Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM) Contest: 
Mary Do, Tejas Joshi, Grace Li 
Scholastic Bowl Team: - 1st in State, Sabrina Lato, Saieesh Rao 
Science Bowl Team: - 13th Place Tie in Nation, Zi-Ning Choo, Saieesh Rao 
Science Olympiad Team: - 3rd in State, Zi-Ning Choo, Ethan Gordon, Tejas Joshi, Dipen Kumar, Saieesh Rao 
llinois Junior Academy of Sciences Gold Medal Winners: Shelly Li, Arjun Tambe 
Intel Science Talent Search Semi-finalist: Carrie Sha 
John H. McEachern, Jr. Exemplary Service Travel Scholarship Recipients: Grace Di Cecco, Ivelina Hristova 
Knight Family IMSA Scholarship Recipient: Megan Bacani 
National Achievement Finalists: Ayun Brown, Seneca Hutson, Adekore Taiwo 
National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholar: Andrew Alonzo-Emanuel 
National Merit Finalists: 47 seniors 
Siemens Competition in Math, Science, and Technology Semi-finalists: Shelly Li, Nathan Suek 
The class of 2013 has contributed more than 65,000 hours to the citizens of Illinois and globally in a variety of ways: tutoring, 
mentoring, and teaching as well as volunteering in medical centers, senior citizen and youth centers, food pantries, through the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association, Habitat for Humanity, Special Olympics, Exodus, Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos, ALS Association, 
schools, libraries, and museums. Two hundred hours of community service are required for graduation. Special recognition to: Eunji 
Jeong-3,898 hours, Itzel Lopez-1,453 hours, Sandy Perez-1,095 hours, Hannah Swerbenski-1,008 hours, Jorge Acosta-856 hours, 
Brooke Kottkamp-848 hours, Maura Slattery-795 hours, Kevin Emancipator-696 hours, Brook Ray-691 hours, and Ayun Brown-679 
hours. 
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Jorge A. Acosta 
Cicero 
Soham Ali 
Lake Zurich 
Andrew Francis Alonso-Emanuel 
Aurora 
Lydia Ann Auch 
Algonquin 
John "Jack" Riley Aylesworth 
Algonquin 
Megan Nicole Bacani 
Naperville 
Wesley Richard Beck 
Metamora 
Andre Bistrain Diaz 
Aurora 
Paul Christian Bogdan 
Elmhurst 
Sylvester Inacio Botelho 
Normal 
Ty Alexander Bottorff 
Village of Lakewood 
Duncan Thomas Breedlove 
Canton 
Kazami Carlo Brockman 
Congerville 
Ayun Jo Vaughn Brown 
Plainfield 
Kendell Hadiya Byrd 
Flossmoor 
Emily Camras 
Batavia 
Alice Mary Chang 
Hoffman Estates 
Brian Chen 
Naperville 
Gary Chen 
Lisle 
Brian Hong-Wen Chien 
Bolingbrook 
Kathleen Anne Chinetti 
Aurora 
Zi-Ning Choo 
Naperville 
Wei-en Chu 
Naperville 
Sharadyn Laurie Ann Ciota 
East Peoria 
Brianna Nicole Patrick Collender 
Aurora 
Lindsey Alexandra Conley 
Waterman 
Bryce Claudia-Louise Corbett 
Chicago Heights 
Margaret Daly 
Lake in the Hills 
Christine Anne Darabaris 
Beecher 
Jasmine A. Davila 
Moline 
Grace Jacqueline Di Cecco 
Crystal Lake 
Harrison Norden Dimming 
Princeton 
Mary Thuthuy Do 
Carpentersville 
Logan Dale Dodd 
Waterloo 
Merik Robert Ducker 
Springfield 
Mosab Hatem Elagha 
Oakbrook Terrace 
Kevin Jonathan Emancipator 
Libertyville 
Kenzo Emiliano Esquivel 
Riverside 
Victoria Elizabeth Etherton 
Lake Forest 
Richard Gene Fafara II 
Mattoon 
Joshua Martin Fornek 
Oswego 
Daniel John Francis 
Buffalo Grove 
Arjun Garg 
Oak Brook 
Mallory Michelle Giger 
Swansea 
Quinn Webster Gingerevans 
Farmington 
Elyssa Nicole Glenn 
Magnolia 
Beatrice C. Go 
Naperville 
Luis Manuel Gomez 
Elgin 
Austin Taylor Gonzalez 
Geneva 
Ethan Kroll Gordon 
Buffalo Grove 
Ashima Gupta 
Aurora 
Katherine Karen Havighorst 
Homewood 
Riley Louis Helm 
Freeport 
Rachel Lynn Hermes 
New Berlin 
Jose de Jesus Hernandez 
Chicago 
Rae Dane Hohle 
North Aurora 
Kevin Yimeng Hong 
Peoria 
Corey Tyrone Hornbeck 
North Aurora 
Ivelina N. Hristova 
Darien 
Jennifer H. Huang 
Chicago 
Jimmy Y. Huang 
Naperville 
Seneca Danielle Hutson 
Richton Park 
Natalie Amarachi Ibe 
Park Forest 
Aadam Ibrahim 
Addison 
Taylor Anne Imburgia 
Yorkville 
Eunji Jeong 
Skokie 
Mindy Kathryn Jian 
Naperville 
Morgan Edward Johnson 
Ottawa 
Tejas C. Joshi 
Libertyville 
Gina Jung 
Champaign 
Kaylee S. Karumanchi 
Peoria 
Connor Arleen Kasch 
Marengo 
Kaylee Loryne Kauffman 
Lake Zurich 
Samuel Isaac Kaufman 
Westchester 
Akash Kesari 
Chicago 
Akram M. Khaja 
Lincolnwood 
Cherish M. Kim 
Glen Ellyn 
Jiwon Kim 
DeKalb 
Kathryn Sung Chae Kim 
Schaumburg 
Melissa Jane Kim 
Roselle 
Sooyeon Kim 
Morton Grove 
Keith Ronald Kimberling 
South Elgin 
Vivek Saikrishna Koganti 
Ottawa 
Brooke Nicole Kottkamp 
Aurora 
Dipen M. Kumar 
Moline 
Nishita Samanth Kumar 
Naperville 
Shannon Rose Kurian 
Naperville 
Shannon Kuruc 
Palos Heights 
Catherine Nicole Kwiecien 
Plainfield 
Joshua Ho-Yin Lam 
Mundelein 
Sabrina M. Lato 
Warrenville 
Clare Anastasia Leahy 
Galesburg 
Mia Rose Carroll Leckie 
Deerfield 
Jenny Lee 
Naperville 
Grace Jing Ying Li 
Schaumburg 
Jingfei Li 
Chicago 
Shelly Vivian Li 
Naperville 
Claire Yilan Liang 
River Forest 
Jason Lin 
Glenview 
Emily Ruth Lindgren 
Batavia 
Christine Liu 
Belvidere 
Itzel Jazmin Lopez-Hinojosa 
Aurora 
Lily Lou 
Bolingbrook 
Joshua Eric Love 
Yorkville 
Alexandra Renee Maffei 
Channahon 
Amanda Ann Magyar 
Elk Grove Village 
Sirisha K. Manam 
Naperville 
Anuj S. Marathe 
Willowbrook 
Sarah Yasmeen Martin 
Alsip 
John Thomas McGuire 
Salem 
Aalap D. Mehta 
South Barrington 
Edgar Antonio Mercado, Jr. 
North Aurora 
Eva Marie Meyer 
Amboy 
Jackson Krone Michuda 
Geneva 
Theodore Frank Mikrut III 
Maple Park 
Ashwin Paul Mitra 
Naperville 
Jessica E. Mo 
River Forest 
Tahir Najeeb Mohideen 
Clarendon Hills 
Kyle Martin Mou 
Peoria 
Kirti Varun Munjeti 
Normal 
Continued on back page 
Vamsikrishna G. Naidu 
Champaign 
Christopher M. Norris 
East St. Louis 
Benedicta N. Ojibah 
Crete 
Hyun Bin (David) Park 
Northbrook 
Bindi S. Patel 
Schaumburg 
Dhruv Babulal Patel 
Des Plaines 
Monica H. Patel 
Vernon Hills 
Shivani Rajni Patel 
Bloomingdale 
Viveka Yogesh Patel 
Bloomingdale 
Sandy Perez 
Bolingbrook 
Mikayla Lauren Petesch 
Mapleton 
Agnel Philip 
Bartlett 
Zoe Miriam Phillips 
DeKalb 
Ashley Marie Lirdniman Radee 
Peoria 
Uriel Ramirez 
Bellwood 
Saieesh Alan Rao 
Buffalo Grove 
Brooke Ashton Ray 
Rockford 
Jennifer Ren 
Naperville 
Sabrina Leigh Roberts 
Genoa 
Natalie Berniece Runkle 
Springfield 
Savanna Danielle Rutas 
Geneva 
Sidra Salman 
Champaign 
Justin Sass 
North Aurora 
Madison Taylor Schroeder 
Roscoe 
Robert Henri Schurz 
Carbondale 
Devin David Scott 
Park Forest 
Carrie Sha 
Plainfield 
Joan Shang 
Carbondale 
Richard Nick Shen 
Lincolnshire 
Navika Dixit Shukla 
Orland Park 
Ross William Skelly 
Springfield 
Maura McKenzie Slattery 
Plainfield 
Kalyani R. Sonarikar 
Round Lake 
Nicholas Powers Srivastava 
Oak Brook 
Kyle Nathaniel Stanevich 
Sycamore 
Alexander Douglas Stratton 
Genoa 
Karolyn Rose Stromdahl 
Shorewood 
Nathan Suek 
Oak Brook 
Hannah Grace Swerbenski 
Woodstock 
Adekore B. Taiwo 
Lake Forest 
Arjun Prakash Tambe 
Crystal Lake 
Lee Liyu Tang 
Willowbrook 
Matthew Aaron Tennenhouse 
Springfield 
Sydney Kate Tomasko 
Joliet 
Riva R. Trivedi 
Naperville 
Rohan Verma 
Aurora 
Rheanna S. Vimawala 
Aurora 
Heidi Marie VonDeBur 
Pleasant Plains 
Caitlin J. Walczyk 
Lake Villa 
Samuel Speizman Walder 
Oak Park 
David Xiwen Wang 
Hinsdale 
Jiachen Lucy Wang 
Dunlap 
Yuanhao Wang 
Oak Park 
Henry Neil Ward 
Galesburg 
Aditi Ajay Warhekar 
Peoria 
Heidi J. Warning 
Minooka 
Ashley Tianna Washington 
Chicago 
Malia Brook Wenny 
Galena 
Ian MacDonald Wilkinson 
Elgin 
Matthew Paul Williams 
Paris 
Brent M. Wu 
Aurora 
Rebecca Joan Wu 
Roselle 
Summer Dew Wu 
Lake Forest 
Shohei Sean Yamakawa 
Hoffman Estates 
Andrew Vincent Yeager 
Spaulding 
Satya Yerrabolu 
Bloomington 
Evan Y. Yin 
Gurnee 
Jennifer Jialin Zhang 
Buffalo Grove 
Kevin W. Zhang 
Buffalo Grove 
Yifu Zhang 
Lisle 
Jeffrey W. Zhao 
Chicago 
Ivan R. Zlatanov 
Bloomingdale 
Special thanks to the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education for underwriting the use of the Paramount Theatre for Commencement. 
The need to understand how the universe works is fundamental to human nature. It is also essential for safely 
managing the human future; but foolishly, we have designed a society based on science and technology in 
which hardly anyone understands science and technology. This is a clear prescription for disaster. 
Our future depends on producing and encouraging highly competent, ethically responsible young scientists, 
as well as a much greater scientific literacy in the general public. 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora, Illinois, is dedicated to meeting this challenge. 
It is a gift from the people of Illinois to the human future. 
Dr. Carl Sagan, 1934-1996 
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